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ANNUAL  HSPOBT 

of  the 
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OP  ItElAUTH 


I have  the  honour  of  presenting  my  report  for  the  year  1945. 

Population  - 

*V*-  -T  • ► « « 

The  Registrar  General  estimates  the  population  for  1945  at  9,365. 

Births  - 

Live  Births  Pale  female 

* Legitimate  73  83 

Illegitimate  13  6 

Total  ~ 175 

Birth  rate  17.7  per  thousand 

Birth  rate  for  Ingland  and  Vales  3.6. 1 

Compared  with  last  year  the  number  of  births  shores  a decline  of  13, 
Not  since  1906  has  the  number  of  births  been  so  low. 


After  the  first  Great  Var  there  was  a big  jump  in  the  number  of 
births  during  the  first  year  of  peace,  and  there  are:  good  prospects  of  history- 
repeating itself  during  1946, 

Still-births  Hale  female 

'4'  * 2 ' 

Total  - 6 

This  is  half  the  number  for  1944, 

Deaths  - 

Xb.le  female  Total 

54*"  '40’"  'loo' 

Death  rate  10.13 

Deat.i  rate  for  Lngland  and  Vales  11,4 

There  were  10  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  and  17  from  Cancer. 

There  were  no  deaths  during  child-birth  or  attributable  to 

maternal  causes. 


Beat  is  under  one  year  of  age  - 

• V ifolo  female 

Ly.i  jinate  3 3 

Illegitima'  e 1 1 

Total  - 8 

Death  rate  45.7  per  thousand 
Death  rate  for  Lngland  and  '.'/ales  4 6. 
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Hptj^ij^JLe  j^jseases 


J 

1 ™ 

Disease 

j 

Total 

Notified 

| Ad dt ted  to 
Hospital 

Deaths 

( Scarlet  Never 

8 

i - : ' ni",r'  ,r 

i 

i Diphtheria 

4 

4 

- 

j Whooping  Cough 

3 

i ^ 

— 

! Measles 

228 

i 

“ 

— 

j Erysipelas 

4 

J „ 

j 

- 

Pneumonia 

6 

3 

( Opihalmia  Neonatorum 

2 

1 

*-• 

J 

There  was  a widespread  epidemic  of  Measles  during;  the  year,  and 
during  the  previous  year,  Suoh  an  epidemic  is  not  likely  to  visit  the  town 
for  several  ;/ears  to  come. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  infectious  diseases  apart  from  three  due 
to  Pneumonia  which  occurred  at  the  extremes  of  life, 

Tuhe  rculcs  is  - 

Number  of  oases  notified  - 21 

Number  of  deaths  - 10 


There  has  "been  no  undue  delay  in  admitting  patients  to  Sanatoria; 
and  the  Tuberculous  are  getting  extra  rations,  and  in  some  cases  a maintenance 

grant. 

IUpht  heria  - 

Pour  cases  of  Diphtheric  occurred  during  the  year;  these  and  several 
carriers,  were  admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

It  is  gratifying  to  report  that  parents,  on  the  whole,  are  anxious 
to  have  their  children  immunised  against  Diphtheria , and  the  high  percentage  cf 
children  so  treated  in  previous  years  was  well  maintained  during  the  27-ear, 

_Inf  c s t a t i qn  - 

" The  Hat  Catcher  has  been  very  successful  during  the  year  especially 
on  the  Tip.  All  the  sewers  in  the  town  were  inspected  and  rat  bait  laid,  but 
the;/  were  practically  free  from  rats. 

Wader  - 

Judging  by  monthly  analyses , the  water  supply  continues  to  be  of 
excellent  quality,  and  the  quantity  ha.s  been  ample  for  you  and  your  neighbours. 

Housing  - 

This  subject  has  been  energetically  pursued  by  your  Comm t tee,  and 
preparations  for  building  about  700  houses  are  well  in  hand.  The  hilly  uneven 
sites  at  Coombs,  Pill  and.  Peach  Hill  have  been  transformed;  sewers  have  been 
laid,  roads  are  being  built  and  gas,  water  and  electricity  have  been  brought  to 
the  sites.  A large  number  of  temporary  bungalows  are  in  course  of  being 
erected;  some  have  already  been  occupied.,  and  although  in  outward  appearance 
they  arc  a blot  on  the  landscape  yet,  with  all  their  modem  facilities  to  the 
inhabitants,  they  are  a source  of  perpetual  joy  and  delight. 

When  all  these  houses  are  completed,  and  if  the  demand  for  more 
houses  continues,  it  will  be  necessary  for  you  to  extend  the  boundaries  of  the 

town. 


I have  to  thank  your  Sanitary  Inspector  for  his  loyal  co-operation. 

His  work  has  extended  to  fields  far  beyond  those  of  an.  ordinary  Sanitary 
Inspector;  and  the  most  harassing  task  of  all  has  been  the  constant  interviewing 
of  those  without  a home, 

I am,  Mr,  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Pour  obedient  Servant, 

(sgd)  H.  0,  WIIXIA13M 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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